Leading

L AWYERS

Eight of the D.C. Area’s Top
Life Sciences Attorneys

8

Identifying
Leading
Life Sciences Attorneys
To boldly go where no lawyer has gone
before. OK, that might overdo it, but attorneys
for the life sciences industry help make possible
what has never been possible before. They
ensure that the business works so that the
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science can develop.
The D.C.-area lawyers profiled in this issue
counsel biotech startups, pharmaceutical giants,
and academic research facilities. They plan
patent strategy, negotiate complex collaborations,
and go to court when necessary.
How did we choose them? We solicited suggestions from readers and our own staff. Then
reporter Nathan Carlile talked to a host of private
practitioners, in-house counsel, and other people

yers series, you can visit www.legaltimes.com. We

who work with life sciences lawyers. And then

have two more reports this year: deal-making

we made a list.

mavens (nominations due April 14) and immigra-

To learn more about Legal Times’ Leading Law-

tion specialists (nominations due July 7).
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Jorge Goldstein

DIEGO M. RADZINSCHI

“If a patent looks strong to those who know the field,
the infringer is less likely to break the patent,” says Saifer.
“Drafting with an eye to the future really alters the way in
STERNE, KESSLER, GOLDSTEIN & FOX
which claims are written, and Jorge is very, very good at
Jorge Goldstein works in rarified air, but his first taste of
that work.”
legal practice was not so sweet.
Clients also rave about Goldstein’s business savvy and
“I used to spend my days in the dungeons,” he recalls.
acumen, describing the lawyer as an integral part of their
“I was transferring in from a career in science to a career
management team.
in law, and [I] had to work from the bottom.”
“The strength of my IP is the strength of my business.
Goldstein, a name partner at
Without that, I would have nothD.C.’s Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein &
ing,” explains Sil Lutkewitte, presFox, certainly put in his time on the
ident of Targepeutics. Goldstein
bread and butter of patent practice.
recently helped the PennsylvaniaOver the last two decades, he has
based biopharmaceutical compawritten hundreds of patent applicany, whose main technologies treat
tions for companies large and small.
cancers, resolve a patent dispute.
But today, a long list of clients
Says Lutkewitte, “The experpay Goldstein, 56, for broad busitise he brings to the table is huge
ness advice. His counsel covers
to me.”
such diverse areas as obtaining
According to Goldstein, his
patents from U.S. and foreign govsuccess is, in significant part, due
ernments, giving strategic analysis
to the fact that he was in the game
to CEOs and venture capitalists,
when life sciences as a practice
and serving as a “trusted adviser”
area was starting to gain ground.
to a multibillion-dollar company.
Having earned a Ph.D. from
Clients have included Biogen
Harvard University in chemistry
IDEC, BioSidus, Cytos Biotechand a J.D. from George Washingnology, Human Genome Sciences,
ton University Law School,
JORGE GOLDSTEIN
Mountain View Pharmaceuticals,
Goldstein joined Sterne, Kessler
STERNE, KESSLER, GOLDSTEIN & FOX
Targepeutics, and Ventana Medical
in 1983 just as the firm was
Systems. He has counseled in such
founding its biotech practice.
areas as genomics, recombinant DNA technology, molecThese days, Goldstein is overseeing a newly formed
ular biology, and immunology.
“inventorship dispute resolution” initiative at the firm and
“As the companies I represent have matured (and as
is busy with pro bono work. He represents the Working
have I) my role has adapted to their new situations in the
Group on Maca, a public-private Peruvian coalition batmarketplace,” writes Goldstein in an e-mail.
tling U.S. patents that they say unfairly restrict their abiliMark Saifer, vice president of Mountain View
ty to export maca root, which grows in the Andes and has
Pharmaceuticals, has found that what separates Goldstein
long been used by the people of Peru. The case, says the
from the competition is the way he envisions the whole
Argentina-born Goldstein, was a chance to tackle an interprocess. Goldstein takes the offensive in patent procureesting subject and to use his native Spanish.
ment, says Saifer, which, in turn, makes for a better
“There are not enough pro bono opportunities for IP
defense down the road.
lawyers,” writes Goldstein. “So this is a good one.”

